Why a WSDA inspector may be seen on your farm

Do you have employees on your farm, nursery, greenhouse or forest property? Do you also apply
pesticides on the premise? If you said yes, that means you may see one of our WSDA inspectors on
your site.

The pesticide compliance program within the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA)
conducts about 35-40 Worker Protection Standard (WPS) inspections around the state each year.
The WPS rules apply at all farms, forest, nursery and greenhouse locations that have employees
and apply pesticides to agricultural plants.

When will WSDA inspectors be by?

These inspections are typically conducted by the department when an application has been
observed and employees are present. Most of these inspections are to be conducted
unannounced in accordance with inspection requirements of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and EPA Inspection guidelines. On some occasions WSDA
investigators will schedule an inspection for a later date, under those conditions when an
inspection on-site is not immediately feasible.

What to expect

During the application season, the investigator’s role is to be out looking for inspection
opportunities. AWSDA investigator may swing by your operation unexpectedly. After observing an
application, investigators may enter property and approach the farm to make contact with a
responsible person that has the authority to conduct the inspection. The inspection primarily
involves an interview with the owner or manager of the operation and a tour of the facilities. There
are five primary areas of the inspection, training & recordkeeping, posting & notification, personal
protective equipment (PPE), decontamination supplies, and emergency transportation for
employees, if necessary.

The inspection also involves an interview with handlers and workers. WSDA interviews at least one
handler and/or one worker whenever possible. If there is a language barrier for these interviews,
WSDA often has bi-lingual staff along, or will have our bilingual staff conduct a follow-up interview
with the employee(s) shortly after the inspection. These are done to ensure that the practices and
procedures as stated by the employer are understood and known by the employees.

What about private property?

When approaching agricultural establishments WSDA staff are respectful of private property. Staff
will enter those areas that are accessible to the public, within plain site, and will attempt to find a
central office or shop (there often isn’t one at the field location being treated), and often will first
make contact with an employee on site, to inquire who is in charge and who we should contact to
conduct an inspection.

Most of these inspections are random and routine, but they also may be conducted “for cause”,
should a possible violation be observed from a public road or plain view. WSDA may also conduct a
“for cause” inspection if responding to a specific complaint received from a handler or worker.



What happens after the inspection?

WSDA believes the most efficient way to regulate pesticides and make sure they are being applied,
stored, or transported safely is through voluntary compliance.

We want to reassure employers and owners that our inspections are not meant to be punitive but
instead educational. In the event of any violations, we work closely with the responsible parties to
issue Notices of Correction, allowing them to rectify any issues promptly. There is an exception: If
the violation has a probability of placing a person in “danger of death or bodily harm”, the
department can issue a civil penalty. Accordingly, the Department has issued civil penalties for
first-time violations that involve significant PPE or decontamination supply violations found at
agricultural establishments.

Our ultimate goal is to foster voluntary compliance within the industry, ensuring that pesticides are
handled responsibly and in accordance with regulations. Together, we can create a safer and more
sustainable agricultural community in Washington State.

As many are aware, these WPS requirements have been around since 1993. Agricultural employers
are encouraged to be ready should a WSDA investigator stop by their place or if contacted by phone
that we are at a farm location. While detailed and complex, these inspections help ensure that
pesticides are being applied safely for the protection of our agricultural workforce. Ag workers
spend much of their day near pesticide applications or in direct contact with treated plants and
soil. Therefore, it is important that training and awareness for pesticide safety be provided.

For more information, you can contact your local WSDA investigator, reach our general call line at
(360) 902-2040, email us at pcompliance@agr.wa.gov, or visit our website at:
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/pesticides-and-fertilizers/pesticides/compliance
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