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DEAR WASHINGTON POTATO GROWERS,
I have truly enjoyed the past year as I was able to serve as
the Chairman for the Washington State Potato Commission.
I have been a commissioner since 2010 but it is amazing
the perspective you get working with so many great people
throughout our State as a Commissioner. This report provides
just a quick snapshot of the programs and projects the
Commission’s staff and Commissioners have focused on this
past year. Of course there is more information than we can fit
into a condensed space, but this report allows us to share the
highlights.
In the annual report, you will find information on the NIFA grant the Commission applied
for with our partnering states Idaho and Oregon. The topic submitted focuses on soil-borne
pathogens that damage tubers resulting in large yield and quality losses. In addition, the
Commission continues to help growers navigate Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and really
focused on developing tools to teach farm safety. The WSPC also worked with WSU to look at
the impact on Washington’s economy if the water-challenged Odessa aquifer region is not able
to find funding. One memorable project that a number of growers, both young and old, were
able to participate in was our documentary, The Gamble. The film talks about potato farming in
Washington, how it got its start and the challenges growers have had to face to make this state’s
agricultural practices what they are today.
As always, these projects would not be possible without the help of the staff at the WSPC
office. They are a great group of people who really care about doing the best job possible
on behalf of our industry. It truly is a pleasure to be able to work with them. I know the
Commissioners and growers appreciate their efforts. Feel free to contact any of them for
additional information on any of the topics in our Annual Report.
We would appreciate and encourage all potato farmers to at some point in their career get
involved in one of the Commission’s committees or consider serving as a Commissioner. Please
contact the Commission office if you would like to be involved or if you would like to have
any additional info on our programs or the results of this year’s Potato Summit. As one of the
commissioners working for this great industry in Washington, please know we all take pride in
doing what we can on behalf of each of you. Thank you for all your support and please enjoy
our 2016–2017 Annual Report for this past fiscal year.
Rex Calloway,
2016–2017 WSPC Chair
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 2016–2017 COMMISSIONERS!
108 South Interlake Road
Moses Lake, WA 98837
p: 509.765.8845 | f: 509.765.4853
office@potatoes.com | potatoes.com
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MARKETING
THE GAMBLE: THE
WASHINGTON POTATO STORY
The Gamble: The Washington Potato
Story documentary explores the personal
stories of farm families, their heritage
and the historical and cultural impact
potatoes have in Washington. Through
colorful and touching stories of those
who have endured the evolution of the
agriculture industry, audiences learn
firsthand the true grit it took to survive
and prosper. The documentary features
narration by Emmy Award winning actor
Peter Coyote, exclusive interviews from
farmers and historians, archival footage and
photographs.
Potato farming in Washington dates
back to the 1700s. Farmers jeopardized
their families’ livelihood one spring at a
time, one crop at a time, in the hopes of
hitting it big each year. In the Skagit Valley,
farmers gambled on the water of the bogs
in hopes they would support potato crops.
In the Central Washington basin, farmers

risked everything on the chance of water
coming from miles away to irrigate their
crops. Today, Washington is home to some
of the most successful potato crops in the
world, thanks to a foundation built by
committed forerunners.
The WSPC sponsored the project to
capture the history of Washington’s potato
growers and how the crop would go on
to shape the state’s history, culture and
economy. The film premiered at the
Lincoln Theater in Mount Vernon and
aired on PBS. ◆
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PROMOTING WASHINGTON POTATOES ABROAD
In partnership with Potato USA, Lamb
Weston, McCain Foods and the J.R Simplot
Company, the WSPC hosted an overseas
trade mission in Vietnam and Myanmar
from Nov. 6-12, 2016. The WSPC conducted
several trade missions in Asia in recent
years to promote and generate demand for
Washington potato products in the Pacific
Rim. The WSPC received a $42,776 grant
from the USDA to meet with merchants in
Vietnam and Myanmar to lay the foundation
to sell Washington potatoes products.
In the past, dollar grants were awarded
for promotions in Mexico, Malaysia,
Thailand, South Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan,
Myanmar, China and the Philippines.
In a reverse trade mission hosted
by Potato USA, 21 chefs from Mexico,

WAPotatoComm_201617AnnualReport.indd 3

the Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Japan, Korea, China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines
visited the U.S. to learn how to incorporate
Washington potatoes into their menus.
The chefs attended training sessions, where
they participated in demonstrations with
dehydrated, frozen and fresh potatoes. The
chefs also had an opportunity to try their
hand at preparing potato-based dishes.
These trade missions allow the WSPC
and other members of Potato USA to
showcase the quality and innovation of U.S.
potato products to international merchants
and chefs. In the past, the WSPC has
launched new products in China and Japan
such as potato wedges and frozen chips
through these programs. ◆

WASHINGTON POTATOES
AT THE NORTHWEST
FOODSERVICE SHOW
For two days, WSPC staff and
committee members managed a booth and
prepared frozen french fries at the Northwest
Foodservice Show in Portland, Oregon.
The fries were prepared in a new ventless
fryer to be used at various food shows
throughout the year, to show additional
options for restaurants that do not have
the ability to use a vented fryer. Materials
about all Washington potato products were
distributed while french fries were sampled.
The goal of the WSPC booth was to
share the quality of Washington potatoes
with local restaurant owners, operators
and culinary students. The Northwest
Foodservice Show is the largest foodservice
show in the Northwest with 210 exhibitors
and an estimated 5,000 in attendance. ◆

WASHINGTON GROWN STILL
RUNNING STRONG
In 2012, the WSPC helped to create
the Emmy winning television program,
Washington Grown . This past year,
the WSPC co-funded the fourth season
which premiered in October 2016 on
Northwest Cable News, and in January in
Eastern Washington PBS. Each 30-minute
episode features a range of businesses
and individuals in the food or agriculture
industry. The show demonstrates what
Washington's crops do to provide for our
culture, economy and local and global
community.
Seattle’s ABC affiliate, KOMO,
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MARKETING

GOVERNMENT

approached the WSPC after Northwest
Cable News announced they would shut
down TV operations on January 6, 2017.
KOMO continued to run episodes of
Washington Grown each weekend in
Seattle, Yakima, Lewiston and the Tri-Cities.
KOMO is also incorporating agriculture
segments from Washington Grown in the
magazine style show, Seattle Refined.
Season five is currently in production
and received a WSDA Specialty Crop
Block Grant to assist in the costs of the
production. ◆

5TH GRADERS COOK WITH
POTATOES IN HONOR OF
POTATO LOVERS MONTH
For the second year in a row, the
WSPC honored Potato Lover’s Month
with a contest throughout schools in the
Puget Sound. The contest gave one lucky
classroom the chance to win a cooking
school experience to prepare various
potato dishes.
The winners of the contest, Mrs.
Knowles and her 5th grade class from
Mountlake Terrace Elementary, visited
Blue Ribbon Catering where they spent
the day learning to cook potatoes under
the watchful eyes of professional chefs.
Students were taught about different
potato varieties and their versatility. They
also made a potato-based meal to donate
to a local homeless shelter.
As part of an Iron Chef-inspired
competition, the class divided into two
teams to create their own potato based
meals. After the competition, the students
sat down to enjoy their creations: a Dijon
marinated flat iron steak with hand-cut
french fries; and chicken tenders coated
in hash browns with a side of red mashed
garlic potatoes. ◆
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OLYMPIA POTATO DAY CELEBRATES WASHINGTON POTATOES
Potato growers gathered in Olympia
to meet with state legislators, staff
members and agency personnel to share
their experiences and celebrate the
economic benefit potatoes bring to the
state. The farmers were excited to serve
nearly 1,500 baked potatoes and connect
with people from each of Washington’s 49
legislative districts.
Farmers talked with lawmakers to
share the challenges they face with pests
and disease in their crops to express the
need for funding to build the proposed
Washington State University (WSU)
Plant Science and Animal Disease and
Diagnostic buildings. Growers also
discussed water concerns and stressed the
importance of funding the continuation
of the Odessa Groundwater Replacement
Project and the implementation of the
Voluntary Stewardship Program.
Potato growers met with the director
of the Washington State Department of
Agriculture (WSDA) Derek Sandison,
Tom Tebb, director of Office of Columbia

River and Ron Shultz, director of Policy
& Intergovernmental Relations with the
Conservation Commission. Olympia
Potato Day continues to be one of the most
popular days during each year’s legislative
sessions. ◆
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A F FA I R S
CONGRESS INTRODUCES
LEGISLATION TO ADDRESS
FCRPS BIOLOGICAL OPINION
Pacific Northwest Representatives
introduced bipartisan legislation, H.R.
3144, to approve the Federal Columbia
River Power System (FCRPS) Biological
Opinion (BiOp) until 2022. This legislation
will work to support the FCRPS and the
benefits it brings to families and farmers in
eastern Washington, benefits which equate
to renewable, reliable and affordable energy.
In May, a bipartisan group of Members
from Washington and Oregon wrote a letter
expressing concerns over the management
of the FCRPS following Judge Michael
Simon’s March 27, 2017, court order on
motions for injunctive relief. The letter, in
part, stated the Member’s concern that this
“action will hurt fish recovery while also
greatly increasing power costs” for water
users including farmers in the region.
After receiving responses from
the Bonneville Power Administration
(BPA) and other officials regarding the
implications of Judge Simon’s decision,
it was clear that action must be taken to
protect ratepayers in the Pacific Northwest
and allow the experts to continue their
work on fish recovery.
In BPA’s June response, they noted
$15.28 billion in total spending since 1978
on fish recovery and mitigation in the
FCRPS. They also reported that average
juvenile dam passage survival currently
ranges between 96 and 99 percent for
yearling Chinook salmon and steelhead
smolts at each dam.
The Congressional Representatives
believe the Bonneville Power
Administration begins their rate case in
2025 and moves forward in negotiating
with utilities, they need to have certainty in
their pricing. The current state of litigation
has resulted in requirements that are
unsustainable and jeopardize the future of
energy production in the Pacific Northwest.

Hydropower is the largest form of
renewable energy in the United States. The
FCRPS BiOp helps ensure that the Pacific
Northwest has access to clean, renewable,
and affordable energy to power homes,
businesses and communities. ◆

GROWERS MARCH ON
CAPITOL HILL
The National Potato Council hosted
the Potato D.C. Fly-In in mid-February.
This event brought together more than
150 U.S. potato growers and industry
partners to advocate for the industry's most
pressing federal policy priorities including:
immigration reform, potato breeding
research funding, regulatory reform and
international trade policy. Growers visited
Capitol Hill and met with federal regulators
at USDA and EPA.
Before attendees took their messages
to the Hill, they heard from Washington
state Representatives Suzan DelBene
and Dan Newhouse, in addition to
political analysts who discussed key
issues before the new Administration
and Congress. Other speakers addressed
tax reform, GMO disclosure and the
Food Safety Modernization Act. Senior
Senate Agriculture and Appropriations
Committee staff spoke on the 2018 Farm
Bill and key spending issues that may
affect the potato industry. To conclude the
trip, growers visited the EPA to discuss
organophosphates and registration reviews.
They also heard from the USDA to hear
from agency officials on trade. ◆

ADMINISTRATION TO
RENEGOTIATE NAFTA
The renegotiation of the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
a key campaign promise made by President
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Trump’s team, has begun and should
conclude by the end of the year. NAFTA has
been beneficial to the U.S. potato industry.
Canada and Mexico are the second and
third largest trading partners for U.S.
potato growers. In 2016, both countries
imported more than $287 million and $228
million dollars’ worth of potato products
respectively. From Washington state, frozen
potato shipments to Canada and Mexico
total more than $44 million combined,
along with millions of dollars of annual
fresh, dehydrated and chip potato exports.
By value, both countries represent 30% of
more than $1.7 billion dollars in U.S. potato
exports.
The success of U.S. potato exports to
these markets relies on tariff-free access
afforded by NAFTA. It is essential the
Trump Administration maintains current
zero-duty benefits. The loss of $500 million
in sales to Mexico and Canada would
negatively impact U.S. jobs. ◆

LOSS OF WATER
DETRIMENTAL TO ODESSA
POTATO FARMING
In 2016, researchers from WSU
reexamined the challenges of potato farms
in the water-scarce Odessa aquifer region.
It’s been over a decade since the 2005
economic analysis, and irrigated potato
acreage in the subarea has decreased by
more than 25% due to water quantity and
quality issues.
WSU reported the costs of completely
losing potato production in the Odessa
Subarea would exceed $37 million dollars
annually, and roughly 1,100 jobs would be
cut in rural Washington. The long-term
impacts may extend even further if potato
processing plants reduce their output. If
this occurs, it’s estimated total reductions in
regional output would exceed $138 million
annually, costing nearly 3,000 jobs.
Family farms, local, state and federal
agencies continue efforts to find funds to
complete the project that supplies surface
water to this productive potato growing
region. The Odessa Subarea underlies
Adams, Franklin, Grant, and Lincoln
counties in east central Washington state. ◆
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RESEARCH & OUTREACH
WSPC TEAMS UP WITH NIFA
PROGRAM TO SUPPORT
RESEARCH
Through the Northwest Potato
Research Consortium, the WSPC and
our Potato Commission partners from
Oregon and Idaho sought $250,000 in
research funding from the USDA National
Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)
Commodity Boards program. This
program allows commodity commissions
to submit a topic for funding, and if it
is selected, NIFA will provide a dollar
for dollar match that will generate up to
$500,000 to fund research on that topic.
The WSPC submitted a proposal to find
solutions to soil-borne pathogens that
damage tubers which results in large
yield and quality losses. Such pathogens
include black dot, silver scurf, black scurf,
and common and powdery scab. Last
year, the WSPC generated $150,000 for
a total research grant of $300,000 that
funded a project entitled “Integrating
Grower-Maintained and Publicly Held
Data for Improved Management of Potato
Early Dying in the Pacific Northwest”
by Dr. Kenneth Frost from Oregon State
University. ◆

FARM SAFETY SUPPORT
Despite improvements in farm
worker safety over recent years, the very
nature of farm work makes it a relatively
high-risk occupation. In an effort to
improve farm safety, the WSPC created
an “Agricultural Safety DVD Library”
which features 10 DVDs covering such
topics as farm shop safety, pesticide safety,
tractor safety, eye protection, heat illness,
all-terrain vehicle stability, ergonomics
and other safety issues. The WSPC sent
more than 120 of these libraries to growers
throughout Washington. In addition to
DVDs, which are free of charge, the library
features an instruction guide and training
documentation forms.
The WSPC also conducted a safety
survey of Washington potato farming

WAPotatoComm_201617AnnualReport.indd 6

operations to help create a video that is
specific to potato farming. Production of
the video is underway.
The WSPC teamed up with Dr.
Cynthia Curl, from the Boise State
University Department of Community
and Environmental Health, to garner grant
funding to develop a guided hazard selfassessment tool for potato growers. This
assessment will allow growers to identify,
and potentially control, safety hazards on
their own farms. ◆

HELPING POTATO
GROWERS NAVIGATE GOOD
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES
The fact that food is safer than any
time in history is a testament to the
standard practices adopted by farmers to
grow, harvest, store and pack products.
Recently, such practices have come under
the scrutiny of auditing systems known
as Good Agricultural Practices (GAP).
The WSPC developed notebooks to guide
potato growers through these auditing
systems. The WSPC have maintained
USDA GAP and Harmonized GAP
notebooks since 2008. This year the
WSPC added two notebooks for Primus
Labs Ranch and Global G.A.P Integrated
Farm Assurance notebooks. Our GAP
guides are up to date, and created with the
Washington potato grower in mind. ◆

POTATO VARIETY
MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE
The Potato Variety Management
Institute (PVMI) was created in 2005 as a
nonprofit corporation to handle licensing
and royalty collections for Tri-State
potato varieties produced through a joint
venture with Washington State University,
Oregon State University, the University
of Idaho and the USDA Agricultural

Research Service. The PVMI varieties include
Clearwater Russet and Blazer Russet, both of
which were recently approved by McDonald’s
for french fry production. The future of PVMI
depends on current negotiations among the
university signees to the Tri-State Agreement
between the universities that supersedes the
licensing agreement with PVMI. The WSPC
is apart of the governing team that directs the
PVMI. ◆

HELPING SECURE POTATO
RESEARCH FUNDING FROM
OTHER AGENCIES
In addition to providing research funding,
the WSPC provides direction, information,
letters of support, proposal review and
advocacy for our scientist-partners from
universities and the USDA Agricultural
Research Service. ◆

INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT IPM SUPPORT
The WSPC continues to support
Integrated Pest Management with pest
monitoring supplies to our industry members
including:
• Yellow sticky cards for aphids, leafhoppers,
psyllids, thrips, lygus bugs, delta traps with
pheromone caps, sticky liners for potato
tuber moths and Potato Virus Y test kits.
• A recently updated document “Integrated
Pest Management Guidelines for
Insects and Mites in Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington Potatoes” by A. Schreiber, A.
Jensen, S. Randon, and E. Wenninger.
• Laminated cards with photographs and
details of the most important insect pest
and their natural enemies, nematodes,
and pathogens that impact potatoes in
the Pacific Northwest. The WSPC is
translating these informational cards into
Spanish. ◆
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FINANCIALS
APPROVED PROGRAM BUDGETS 2016–2017
SUBTOTAL: $3,910,573

$1,070,250

$706,550

Office & Programs
Operations

Government Affairs

$1,134,283

Dr. Chuck Brown (sitting) and Dr.
Roy Navarre (standing) are strong
contributors to potato research
in WA. Dr. Brown will retire in the
2017-2018 fiscal year.

$899,490

Research & Technical

• The WSPC provided
Washington State
University $150,000
to expedite hiring
new faculty in the
Department of
Entomology at the
Pullman campus.
The job description
will include “potato
research.” The
WSPC also provided
$1,500 for supplies
for the Washington
State University
Plant Diagnostics
Laboratory.

Marketing & Industry

FINANCE COMMITTEE 2016–2017
Roger Hawley, Chair
Chris Olsen, Vice Chair
Ellie Charvet
Albert Stahl

Mike Madsen
Mark Hammer
Mike Dodds

• The WSPC
provided the Oregon
State University
Hermiston Agricultural
Research and Extension
Center $33,000 for
facility enrichment of their
entomology and plant
diagnostics laboratories.
• The WSPC are involved
in an ongoing potato
integrated pest
management workgroup to
identify pest management
needs and solutions.
• Agricultural soil issues
in Washington are under
more scrutiny due to
intensive production and
agrichemical inputs. The
WSPC provides leadership
through the creation of
a Soil Health Taskforce.
The Soil Health Taskforce
identify the seeking best
management practices for
soils and research needs.
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$19,000

$96,000

Interest Income

$3,350,000

Tri State
Research MOU

$369,573

Reserve Account Transfer

Assessment Revenue

$1,000

Administrative Service

APPROVED BUDGET REVENUE 2016–2017
SUBTOTAL: $3,953,573
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WSPC RESEARCH & OUTREACH
FUNDED PROJECTS

2016–2017
• Targeted Herbicide Programs for
Weed Control in Potatoes:
Pam Hutchinson, Joel Felix, Tim
Miller, Mark Pavek, Ian Burke

• Subproject 1: Monitoring the PVY
strain composition in seed potato in
the PNW: Alex Karasev, Kasia Kinzer,
Chris Benedict, Debbie Inglis

• Development of Verticillium WiltSuppressive Soils and Evaluation of
Fungicidal and Biorational Products
for Northwest Potato Production:
Dennis Johnson, Ken Frost, Mike
Thornton, Phillip Wharton

• Is matrimony vine the early-June
source of potato psyllids colonizing
potatoes?: Dave Horton, Rodney
Cooper, Jenita Thinakaran

• Characterizing Fusarium species
associated with and refining
management of potato dry rot in
the Pacific Northwest: Kasia Kinzer,
Phillip Wharton, James Woodhall, Ken
Frost, Don McMoran
• Evaluation of phosphorous acid
fungicide programs for improved
pink rot management and
assessment of mefenoxam resistance
in pink rot pathogen populations in
the PNW: Miller Research
• Identification and characterization
of elicitors to maximize defense
system against powdery scab in
potato roots: Kiwamu Tanaka
• Functional Genomics of Solanum
sisymbriifolium (Litchi Tomato)
Immunity for PCN Eradication:
Louise-Marie Dandurand, Joe Kuhl,
Allan Caplan, Fangming Xiao, Chuck
Brown, Inga Zasada
• Eradication Strategies for Globodera
pallida: Use of Trap Crops: LouiseMarie Dandurand, Matt Mora, Pam
Hutchinson, Chuck Brown, Inga Zasada
• Identifying and exploiting
susceptibility genes in potato
to build resistance against
Meloidogyne chitwoodi:
Cynthia Gleason

WAPotatoComm_201617AnnualReport.indd 8

• Evaluation of Management
Programs for Potato Psyllids and
Other Potato Pests: Stuart Reitz,
Tim Waters, Alan Schreiber, Erik
Wenninger, Silvia Rondon
• Management of Lygus and Thrips in
Pacific Northwest Potatoes:
Alan Schreiber (Ag Dev. Group)
• Identifying a potential pathogenic
cause of the disease symptoms
and early plant senescence in the
Columbia Basin potatoes in 2016:
Kylie Swisher
• Neonicotinoid Longevity in Potato
Production Systems of the Pacific
Northwest: Tim Waters
• Screening for stress tolerance and
development of PGR approaches
to optimize yield and process
quality for cultivars/clones from the
NWVDP: Rick Knowles
• Long-Term Impacts of Manure
Application on Production of Potato
and Other Crops: Amber Moore, et al.
• Postharvest Quality of Clones in the
Western Regional Potato Variety
Development Program: Rick Knowles
• In-Field Testing to Identify
New Potato Varieties and Best
Management Practices for Growers:
Mark Pavek

• Development of genomic resources
and enhancement of breeding
efficiency for important potato
pests: Sagar Sathuvalli, Hanu Pappu,
Cynthia Gleason
• Breeding and Selecting Russet and
Specialty Varieties with Improved
Tuber Qualities, Disease and Pest
Resistance, and Sustainability:
Jeff Stark, Rich Novy, Mike Thornton
• Determination of factors that
regulate tuber glycoalkaloid
content: Roy Navarre, Jeff Stark, Mark
Pavek, Sagar Sathuvalli
• Beneficial Effects of Potatoes on Gut
Health: Meijun Zhu
• Education Efforts Specific to the
Potato Sustainability Initiative
Survey: IACI, Nora Olsen, Carrie
Wohleb, Tim Waters
• WSU Research Support – Othello
Research Unit: Rick Knowles on behalf
of Depts. Of Horticulture, Entomology,
and Plant Pathology, plus Prosser
IAREC.
• Washington Commercial Potato
Seed Lot Trial: Mark Pavek
• Regional Sampling Network
for Insect Pests of Potato in the
Columbia Basin of WA:
Carrie Wohleb
• Potato Disease E
• Examination of "alternative"
Agricultural Inputs: Mark Pavek
• Cover Crop Alternatives:
Don McMoran
• Neonicotinoid Longevity in Potato
Production Systems of the Pacific
Northwest: Tim Waters
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