
WASHINGTON STATE POTATO COMMISSION

ANNUAL REPORT
2014/2015

WA State Potato Annual Report.indd   1 10/14/15   5:15 PM



2015-2016 WSPC Commissioners 

Chair 
Mike Dodds, At-Large

1st  Vice Chair 
Rex Calloway, District 1

2nd Vice Chair 
Stacy Kniveton, District 2

Secretary 
Roger Hawley, At-Large

Treasurer 
Mike Madsen, At-Large

Past Chair 
Nelson Cox, District 1

Jared Balcom, District 2

Ted Tschirky, District 2

Darrin Morrison, District 3

Chris Olsen, District 1

Heath Gimmestad, District 1

Mark Hammer, District 2

Ellie Charvet, At-Large

Derek Davenport, At-Large

Cameron Crump, WSDA Representative

Staff

Chris Voigt 
Executive Director

Matt Harris 
Assistant Executive Director &  
Director of Government Affairs

Matthew Blua 
Director of Industry Outreach

Ryan Holterhoff 
Director of Marketing & Industry Affairs

Verla Steffler 
Program Coordinator

Lisa Skeesick 
Accounts Receivable Manager 

Brandy Parker 
Executive Assistant + Accounts Payable

Katy Dray 
Office Receptionist

108 S Interlake Road 
Moses Lake, WA 98837

t. (509) 765-8845  |  f. (509) 765-4853 
office@potatoes.com  |  potatoes.com

Chair, Nelson Cox, District 1  ||  1st Vice Chair, Mike Dodds, At-Large  ||  2nd Vice Chair, Nick Johnson, District 1 
Secretary, Rex Calloway, District 1  ||  Treasurer, Stacy Kniveton, District 2  ||  Past Chair, Jared Balcom, District 2 
Frank Martinez, District 1  ||  Bob Halvorson Jr., District 2  ||  Ted Tschirky, District 2  ||  Darrin Morrison, District 3 
Ellie Charvet, At-Large  ||  Mike Madsen, At-Large  ||  Derek Davenport, At-Large  ||  Roger Hawley, At-Large

Thank You for Your Service 2014-2015 Commissioners!

Dear Fellow Potato Growers, 

As I’m sure many of you can agree; there is 
something about potato farmers that make us 
a little unique to the world of agriculture and 
beyond.  I would say that our perspective and 
work ethic has led our industry to be the most 
forward thinking and proactive farming group 
around.  That is why it was such an honor 
and privilege to serve as Chairman of the 
Washington State Potato Commission (WSPC) 
this past fiscal year.  

With that being said; we felt it was important 
for us to share with each of you a snapshot 
of some of the fundamental programs the 

commission focused on during this past fiscal year by providing this annual report.  
As this report is only able to provide a quick summary of this year’s key activities, we 
always encourage everyone to participate in any of the committee or commission 
meetings to learn more and to provide your thoughts and input. 

Additionally, please be aware that later this fall the WSPC Commissioners and Staff 
will begin putting together the framework for the next five-year strategic plan.  This 
plan is critical in helping guide the activities and programs that we as growers find to 
be the most beneficial to our operations, now and in the future.  I would encourage 
each of you to look for meeting notices that the commission will send and do your 
best to attend one of the local roundtable sessions in your area.  Then please plan to 
go to our Washington State Potato Summit in Spokane on December 15-16.   These 
local meetings and summit will allow everyone participating to learn more about 
the critical trends impacting potato farming and combined with your feedback, will 
provide the structure for the WSPC’s next five-year strategic plan. 

As one of the commissioners working for this great industry in Washington please 
know we all take pride in doing what we can on each of your behalves. As always, we 
thank all of you for your help in assisting us with achieving the goals of the WSPC.  
We invite you to read our 2014-2015 Annual Report and hope to see you at the Potato 
Summit in Spokane. 

Sincerely,

Nelson Cox 
2014-2015 WSPC, Chair

Letter from the 
2014 – 2015 Commission Chair
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Trade Missions Highlight 
Washington Potatoes
Two recent trade missions promoted Washington-grown 
potatoes to expanding markets. 

In October 2014, WSDA teamed up with the Oregon Potato 
Commission and the Departments of Agriculture from both 
states to visit the Philippines, Vietnam and Myanmar. Led by 
WADA’s then Director Bud Hover and ODA’s Director Katy 
Coba, the delegation met with local chefs to educate them on 
ways to prepare potatoes to drive interest among consumers, 
as well as with government officials to discuss market access 
issues, including tariffs. The mission was funded through the 
USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant to increase the market for 
specialty crops from Washington and Oregon.

Buyers of frozen potato products from the countries of 
Vietnam, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, China and Mexico 
visited Washington State earlier this year to connect with 
growers, visit potato fields throughout the process growing 
region, and see first-hand how Washington potato farmers 
grow the world’s best processing potatoes. The WSPC 
worked with the United States Potato Board and various 
processors around our state to facilitate these trips. 

Potato Farmers Tackle Hunger  
& Food Banks Win
With a combined score of 71 points during the annual football 
matchup between the OSU Beavers and WSU Cougars, 
food banks were the big winners. The Oregon Potato 
Commission (OPC) and the WSPC not only teamed up on 
game day to raise money for Farmers Ending Hunger while 
serving potatoes to fans at the stadium, they also added an 
additional wrinkle in their effort to help those in need. The two 
groups placed a friendly wager on the game. For every point 
scored, 500 lbs. of potatoes were donated to a food bank in 
the winning team’s state. Based on the result, the OPC sent 
35,500 lbs. of potatoes to a Washington State food bank. 
Although the Cougars won the game, food banks in both 
states found themselves victorious as the WSPC matched 
the bet and also donated 35,500 lbs. of potatoes to Oregon 
food banks. It is estimated that more than 107,000 servings of 
potatoes fed the hungry in both states. 

Washington Grown Wins  
Silver Telly Award
The International Telly Awards presented the Washington 
Grown television series with a Silver Telly award, the highest 
honor the governing body awards to honor outstanding local, 
regional and cable television programs. Season 2 of the series 
featured three potato-themed episodes. Washington Farmers 
and Ranchers (WFR) underwrites the television series that 
produced 13-episodes highlighting family farms throughout 
Washington focusing on the economic, cultural and culinary 
impact farms have on the state. Each episode centers around 
one specific crop and follows its journey from the field to one 
of the state’s outstanding restaurants. The potato-themed 
episodes, during season 2, covered mashed potatoes, 
international exports and technology on today’s farm. The 
WSPC sponsors WFR and its efforts, and the episodes air 
weekly on both Northwest Cable News and PBS affiliates 
throughout Eastern Washington.  Annually, the Telly Awards 
competition receives more than 12,000 entries from all 50 
states and many foreign countries. Fewer than 10% of those 
entries are designated as a Silver Telly.
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Trade mission participants 
visiting a local field this spring
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EPA Fumigant Team Tours  
the Columbia Basin
The WSPC hosted a two-day, boots on the ground, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agerncy (EPA) fumigant application 
and management tour last October. The tour brought several 
EPA staff to Washington State potato fields to gain a better 
understanding of how the agency’s policy decisions impact 
potato production. The tour participants  dove into the 
history of the Columbia Basin, how water delivery occurs, 
discussed pollinator exposure, worker safety and nematode 
and disease control. Agency personnel watched ground 
and water applications, and discussed production practices 
and challenges. Other items covered included buffer zone 
identification, stewardship practices, crop residue and export 
requirements for zero pest tolerances. The core purpose of 
the trip was to build a better working relationship between 
our growers and EPA as the fumigants used in our industry 
undergo a lengthy registration review.

NPC Fly-In Success
Washington State potato industry leaders landed in Washington 
D.C. on Monday, February 23 and kicked off a week-long 
program hosted by the National Potato Council (NPC). The 
NPC Fly-in is a unique event where hundreds of potato leaders 
from across the U.S. have an opportunity to speak with their 
Congressional representatives regarding a number of issues 
including: funding for NFIA potato research, asking Congress to 
take a comprehensive approach to improving pollinator heath, 
and to support an increase in the federally allowed truck weight 
limit from 80,000 to 97,000 GVW. Potato growers also asked 
Congress to authorize FDA to develop regulations for voluntary 
GMO labeling. Growers discussed the economic impact of the 
port slowdown and were given updates from EPA, USDA and 
USTR regarding crop protectants, marketing programs, trade 
agreements, and changes to foreign governments maximum 
residue levels. More than 27 Washington State potato farmers 
and industry representatives participated in the annual event.

Culinary Student Competition
Dozens of culinary students from around the state submitted 
their best recipes for fresh or processed potatoes, and the top six 
finalists presented their innovative dishes to a panel of judges at 
Lake Washington Technical School in Kirkland. Two finalists tied 
for the top spot, splitting a cash prize for their creations. Emily 
Romnes from the Renton Technical College created a frozen desert 
made with a white chocolate ganache and yellow potatoes. She 
rolled the rich, creamy mixture in cocoa powder to make it look 
like a baked potato. Eric Nelson, a recent graduate of the Inland 
Northwest Culinary Academy in Spokane, utilized russet potatoes 
to create a gnocchi topped with pomodoro sauce, cleverly 
garnished with deep fried potato peels. 

Potato Lover’s Month
Mr. & Mrs. John Barber of Seattle were the lucky winners of the 
Potato Lover’s Month Wedding Giveway. The couple submitted 
a video of themselves professing their love for potatoes and why 
they are Washington’s biggest potato fans. They won a potato-
themed wedding banquet catered by Blue Ribbon Cooking of 
Seattle to celebrate with their family and friends. 

National Potato Chip Day
More than 1,200 people entered the drawing to win 10,001 bags 
of potato chips, but in the end there would only be one name 
selected. Jamie B. from Bellingham, Washington, saved a few bags 
for herself, shared some with friends and family, and donated the 
rest to a local food bank. 

Stacy Kniveton, Chair
Cameron Crump, Vice Chair
Ted Tschirky
Nick Johnson
Frank Martinez
Roger Hawley

Jared Balcom
Chris Olsen
Jerry Heilig
Blaine Meek
John Stahl
Mel Calloway

2014-2015 
Market & Industry Affairs Committee

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Herbed Gnocchi
With Pomodoro Sauce & Red Wine Gastrique 
by Student Chef Eric Nelson
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The Establishment of Foreign 
Positive Maximum Residue 
Levels (MRL’S) Continue to Grow
The countries of Mexico, Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and Hong Kong 
will establish national MRLs and will no longer defer to Codex, 
or other commodity MRLs, when determining the maximum 
pesticide residue for imported agricultural goods. These various 
new residue management systems will require the establishment 
of thousands of new MRLs and may cause considerable delays 
in the use of old and new crop protectants in Washington State. 
The WSPC and the National Potato Council have made an 
investment in working with registrants to educate companies 
regarding the flow of commerce and use of crop protectants 
to help reduce the risk of trade disruptions when Washington 
growers use new chemistries for export potatoes.

Washington’s Potato Family 
Farms, The True Losers of West 
Coast Port Contracts
West Coast port congestion began appearing as early as July 
of 2014, with a slowdown in productivity reaching its most 
substantial levels during the four-month period beginning in 
October 2014, and lasting into March 2015. Washington is one 
of the most trade dependent states in the nation with nearly 
40% of all jobs tied to the export of goods and services. The 
port slowdowns in Tacoma and Seattle cost Washington State 
potato businesses and farms over $50 million dollars in lost 
sales. The WSPC worked with the Washington State delegation, 
the National Potato Council and other industry members to 
communicate the impact of the port slowdown, asking for 
resolve and the need for reform. The International Longshore 
and Warehouse Union (ILWU) overwhelmingly voted to ratify a 
contract agreement reached in February 2015, with employers 
represented by the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA). The 
WSPC will continue to monitor and support legislation that will 
prevent work stoppages or slowdowns from occurring when the 
current ILWU/PMA contract expires again on July 1, 2019.  
 

USDA Allows Fresh, White 
Potatoes to be Included for  
WIC Purchases
The United States Department of Agriculture has included 
fresh, white potatoes within the USDA Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). White 
potatoes had been the only vegetable or fruit excluded from the 
WIC voucher program. The inclusion of white potatoes within 
WIC is consistent with the most current recommendations within 
the 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans (DGA). Nationally, the 
potato industry, with support of the WSPC, worked over the last 
seven years sending thousands of letters and emails delivering 
nutritional messaging to their members of Congress, urging that 
WIC eligibility for fresh potatoes be based on nutritional science.  
As of July 1, 2015, the Washington State Department of Health 
now allows the purchase of white potatoes for WIC participants.  

Olympia Potato Day Event 
Celebrates the Washington 
State Potato
Tuesday, February 10th was the annual WSPC Potato Day 
event in Olympia. Potato growers visited with legislators and 
agency officials at multiple venues to discuss minimum wage, 
agricultural and food processing tax incentives, transportation 
infrastructure, water quality, funding of the voluntary stewardship 
program, climate change, the port slowdown, and energy 
issues. Fourteen representatives of the potato industry met with 
50 legislators, the Department of Commerce, Governor Inslee’s 
policy office, as well as Ecology Director Maia Bellon, and 
former WSDA Director Bud Hover. Potato farmers and industry 
members served roughly 1,400 baked spuds at the annual 
potato bar in the rotunda for lawmakers, agency personnel and 
the public. Potato Day is one of the more popular events on the 
capitol campus. 

2014-2015 Government Affairs Committee

Rex Calloway, Chair
Derek Davenport, Vice Chair
Ted Tschirky
Bob Halvorson
Cameron Crump

Stacy Kniveton 
Darrin Morrison
Jared Balcom
Lynn Olsen
Mike Pink

Randy Mullen 
Mel Calloway
Kees Weynes
Cully Easterday
Grant Morris

Potato farmers 
serving up potatoes 
for Potato Day
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$1.2m

$999k $838k $759k
$100k

Research & Technical

Office & 
Opperations

Pending Grant 
Funded Programs

Government 
Affairs

Market & 
Industry Affairs

$25k WSPC Vehicle

FINANCIALS

Nick Johnson, Chair
Mike Madsen, Vice Chair
Ellie Charvet
Mike Dodds
Frank Martinez

2014-2015 Finance Committee

Approved Program Budgets 2014-2015
[ $3.8 Million - Proposed ]

Approved Budget Revenue 2014-2015
[ $3.8 Million - Approved ]

Assessment 
Revenue

Grant Revenue

Reserve Account Transfer

Tri State Research MOU

$1k Administrative 
Service Income

Interest Income

$3.35m
$100k

$280k

$79.4k

$30.6k
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RESEARCH
Dr. Matthew Blua Joins WSPC

Dr. Matthew Blua joined the WSPC in February 2015 as Director of Industry 
Outreach. In this role, Dr. Blua, a decorated Ph.D. Entomologist, offers 

technical advice and assistance to the industry regarding pest and plant 
diagnostics, food safety and sustainability programs. He oversees research 

projects funded by the WSPC and coordinates efforts with research 
institutions to develop key educational information that is distributed to 

growers, shippers, processors and other members of the Washington 
State potato industry. Before joining the WSPC, Dr. Blua most recently 

worked with the California Avocado Commission. He has served as faculty 
at Penn State University and the University of California.

Tractor Donation
A new tractor, made possible by a nearly $87,000 grant 
from the WSPC, was unveiled at the 2015 Potato Field Day 
at Washington State University’s Othello Research Station. 
The new tractor, the second major donation by the WSPC 
to the Research Station—a center pivot was donated 
in 2013 to update the station’s then obsolete irrigation 
system—ensures the seed lot trials and other potato 
research performed at the station will continue into 
the future to benefit potato growers in our state.

Potato Variety Management 
Institute (PVMI)
The Potato Variety Management Institute, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation launched in 2005 by the state potato 
commissions of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, handles the licensing and royalty collection on Tri-State potato 
varieties. It was developed as a grower-controlled alternative to the universities’ efforts to manage varieties and 
interact with industry in royalty collection. PVMI provides the following main benefits to the industry:

• Exert grower control over varieties developed through grower supported research
• Work with end-users to increase adoption of new varieties in processing, grocery, and restaurant trades
• Use market research to focus variety development goals
• Manage distribution and use of varieties around the world
• Return royalties directly to Tri-State potato research programs

PVMI is governed by a nine-member Board of Directors and an Executive Committee.  Each year the 
WSPC supports PVMI through funding, and Ellie Charvet, Bob Halverson, Matthew Blua and Darrin 
Morrison (alt.) serve as PVMI Board members. Their role, along with the other Board members, is to 
promote new varieties of potatoes in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, and further afield. This includes 
everything from the administration of licenses and royalty fees, promotion, marketing, and creating 
opportunities for increased variety utilization and commercialization. 

Mike Dodds, Chair
Roger Hawley, Vice Chair
Ellie Charvet
Bob Halvorson
Derek Davenport

2014-2015 Research & Technical Committee
Rex Calloway
Darrin Morrison
Mike Madsen
Greg Harris
Heath Gimmestad
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WSPC RESEARCH & TECHNICAL FUNDED PROJECTS 2014-2015

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
CONSORTIUM FUNDED 
PROJECTS:

Joint Northwest ZC/Potato Psyllid 
Research Proposal for 2014-15 
Research

• Subproject 2: Comparative biology 
of potato psyllid haplotypes and 
implications for Northwest potato 
growers (Joe Munyaneza, Cooper, 
Horton, Wapato) 

• Subproject 3: Population genetics 
of the potato psyllid in the inland 
Northwest (Bill Snyder, WSU) 

Effectors as new control strategy 
against root-knot nematodes (Axel 
Elling, WSU)

Eradication Strategies for Globodera 
spp.: Hatching Factors (Ingla Zasada, 
ARS Corvallis/Roy Navarre, ARS 
Prosser)

Functional Genomics of Solanum 
sisymbriifolium (Litchi Tomato) 
Immunity for PCN Eradication (Inga 
Zasada, ARS Corvallis/Chuck Brown, 
ARS Prosser)

Eradication Strategies for Globodera 
pallida: Use of Trap Crops (Inga 
Zasada, ARS Corvallis/ Chuck Brown, 
ARS Prosser)

Management of potato viruses in the 
Pacific Northwest

• Subproject 1: Survey of PVY 
strain types in PNW potato (Chris 
Benedict, WSU) 

Managing Verticillium wilt and Black 
dot of Potato –Two Contributors of 
Early dying (Dennis Johnston, WSU/
Lyndon Porter, ARS Prosser)

Soil Populations, Aggressiveness and 
Management of Mefenoxam-resistant 
Isolates of Pythium ultimum Causing 
Pythium Leak in Idaho, Oregon 
and Washington Potato Production 
(Lyndon Porter, WSU)

Evaluation of Potato Insect Pest 
Management Programs (Tim Waters, 
WSU/Alan Schreiber, Ag Dev. LLC)

Use of Molecular Markers to 
Accelerate Breeding of Resistance 
to Columbia Root-Knot Nematode 
(Chuck Brown, ARS Prosser)

Postharvest Quality of Clones in the 
Western Regional Potato Variety 
Development Program (Rick Knowles, 
WSU)

Development of Molecular Markers to 
Quantify Resistance Gene Dosage in 
Potato (Rich Novey, ARS Aberdeen)

In-Field Testing to Identify New Potato 
Varieties and Best Management 
Practices for Washington Growers 
(Mark Pavek, WSU)

Breeding for quality, disease 
resistance, and yield in potato (Rich 
Novy, ARS Aberdeen)

Consumer-oriented potatoes: 
Developing TriState varieties with 
superior appearance and nutritional 
value (Hanjo Hellman, WSU/ Roy 
Navarre, ARS Prosser)

Effects of in-season management 
& stress on retention of postharvest 
quality (Rick Knowles, WSU)

WASHINGTON SPECIFIC FUNDING:

Sampling Network for Insect Pests of 
Potato in the Columbia Basin of WA 
(Carrie Wohleb, WSU)

WSU Research Support, Othello 
Research Unit (Rick Knowles, WSU)

Washington Commercial Potato Seed 
Lot Trial (Mark Pavek, WSU)

Evaluating Season-long Insecticide 
Programs to Improve Potato Insect 
IPM (Tim Waters, WSU)

Development of Insecticides for the 
Washington Potato Industry 2014 
(Alan Schreiber, Ag Dev. LLC)

Strategies for increasing the immunity 
of potatoes against fungal pathogens  
(Lee Hadwigger)

Diseases and Defects Affecting 
Quality of Specialty Potato Tubers in 
the Northwest  (Debra Inglis, group 
project)

National Processing potato trials
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